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Answer two questions
Section A: Family
1 Matriarchy is not typical in many families or societies. Family functions and family roles are diverse

and changing. These functions and roles are different depending on an individual’s gender, ethnicity
or social class. Sociologists debate whether these changes are positive or negative for society.

(@) What is meant by the term ‘matriarchy’? [2]
(b) Describe two family functions that have changed. [4]
(c) Explain how the roles of fathers are changing in modern industrial societies. [6]
(d) Explain why feminists criticise the family. [8]
(e) To what extent does social class affect family life? [15]

Section B: Education

2 Some sociologists argue that the education system can lead to social mobility. There are many
factors that influence educational achievement, for example home factors and teachers. Some
sociologists argue that schools can disadvantage female students. There are many different types
of schools, such as private schools.

(@) What is meant by the term ‘private school’? [2]
(b) Describe two home factors that could negatively affect educational achievement. [4]
(c) Explain how teachers can influence educational achievement. [6]
(d) Explain why the education system can lead to social mobility. [8]
(e) To what extent do schools disadvantage female students? [15]
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Section C: Crime, deviance and social control

3 Sociologists use different measurements of crime. These measurements show that males commit
more crime than females. There are many deterrents to crime. Sociologists debate whether formal
or informal social control is more effective at preventing crime.

(@) What is meant by the term ‘deterrent’? [2]
(b) Describe two measurements of crime used by sociologists. [4]
(c) Explain how stereotyping can affect policing. [6]
(d) Explain why males commit more crime than females. [8]

(e) To what extent is formal social control more effective than informal social control at preventing
crime? [15]

Section D: Media

4 Many sociologists believe in the hypodermic-syringe model. Both traditional and new media can
have a negative impact on children. Sociologists agree that advertising plays an important role in
the media. However, sociologists debate whether the pluralist view of the media is the most accurate.

(@) What is meant by the term ‘hypodermic-syringe model’? [2]
(b) Describe two types of new media. [4]
(c) Explain how advertising has an important role in the media. [6]
(d) Explain why the media can have a negative impact on children. [8]
(e) To what extent is the pluralist view of the media accurate? [15]
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